WEDDING
PLANNING
GUIDE

A Luxury Guide to help you plan for your special day – compiled specially for you by Mark Engelbrecht Photography

WELCOME!
Thank you for your interest and giving me the opportunity of
presenting myself to you.

By this time you are probably busy preparing for your big day ––
unlike most young couples, I have gone through this process
countless times and it will be my pleasure to share 20 years of
experience with you – I am sure that this guide will help you in your
preparation and planning!
I have, over the past 20 years or so, photographed weddings in my
hometown, Cape Town, South Africa as well as weddings in places
as far as Thailand, Mauritius, Zanzibar and the Seychelles.
In this guide I will share with you, my experience and advice from
planning the timeline of your day, to sharing various tips and tricks
to make your day flow smoothly. I will also be explaining how I go
about capturing those so important images that you will treasure
for years to come.
I have been asked, after shooting over 600 weddings over the
years, how do I still manage to create new and exciting images for
my wedding couples – the answer is simple – I am passionate about
creating new and vibrant images. I feel privileged and honoured to
be given the trust by you to capture your very special day – I am
fully aware, that although, it may be my umpteenth wedding, for
you it is your first! I treat every wedding as if it is my first! I
genuinely eagerly look forward to each and every wedding – my
passion has never died!
So, once again, thank you for taking the time to go through this
amazing guide – I am sure that you will find something of value on
each page to help you in your preparations!

CONTACT ME
mark@creativeweddings.co.za

www.creativeweddings.co.za

cell : +27 84 602 3730 skype : mark.engelbrecht1
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ENGAGEMENT SESSION

Engagement sessions are very often overlooked by couples once a
photographer has been booked to photograph their wedding. I
generally always encourage you to book such a session – it is here where
you get a golden opportunity to see how your photographer works and,
more importantly, how he/she relates to you.
The questions you need to ask before hiring your photographer : “

What do we wear?

When asked this question, I always say
“wear whatever makes you feel comfortable”. The session should be a
fun activity – I want you to have fun with your partner. You will find that,
during the shoot, I will tell you to focus on each other – laugh and hug
each other! At that point I walk away and leave you to enjoy each other’s
company. It is when you are totally absorbed in each other that I begin
shooting – natural, real moments!

“Do I love the images he/she takes?”
“Can I connect with the personality?” ( keeping in mind that you will be
spending most of your day with your photographer)
“Will I be able to trust him/her to make me feel at ease and not spoil my
day?”
These are very pertinent questions which addresses issues which can
make or break your day – by now you will realise that an engagement
session is the ideal opportunity for you to get to know your
photographer and be able to build a mutually trusting relationship – it
will go a long way to make you feel at ease on your wedding day
“We would like to thank you from the bottom of our hearts for the stunning photo album
you made up for us. You do amazing work!. One can always see when passion shines
through and clearly your passion is in photography. Well done! All the best” – Ronel &
Irving

“A HUGE

thank you for the brilliant work you did. The pictures are absolutely breath

taking. The relaxed atmosphere you created allowed us to feel at ease and it definitely is
reflected in the pictures. The photos far exceeded my expectations and I will definitely
highly recommend you to any future couples”. – Melissa & Turchian

Customize in Almost No Time

Where should we go for the shoot?
I always suggest you choose a place which has meaning for you – the
beach where you regularly go for walks, a park bench where you
proposed, and so on. The
possibilities are endless!
(BTW I once had an
engagement session 100m
off a cliff face! – this was
made possible as both the
couple and I are avid rockclimbers.
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Planning your Wedding Day

Planning for your wedding can be stressful! If, at this point, you have
already started planning your day, you will know what I mean!
Having a professional Wedding Planner is often a great idea and is
worth the extra cost as it relieves you from all the stress leading up to
the big day.
I know that many weddings have different formats, and, depending on
whether it is a conventional or cultural wedding, the timelines may
differ. The following general tips and timeframes may assist you :
1. Getting Ready (2 hours) – be ready and dressed at least 45 min
before leaving for the ceremony.
2. Ceremony (1 hour, generally)
3. Family photos (20 min)
4. Couple Portraits (1 - 1½ hours)
5. Reception : lets break this down:
 Welcome and entrance
 Starters (30 min) – during this time to go from table to
table to photograph groups of guests – this is the only
time most people will be in their seats!
 Speeches(45 min, more or less)
 Main course and dessert (1 hour)
 Cutting the Cake
 Garter and Bouquet toss
 1st Dance
Party / Couple night shoot – I generally stay to capture a few
images of people partying as well take the opportunity to get
some creative night photography with the couple before saying
my goodbyes.
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Getting Ready

This part of the wedding day can be great fun for you, your bridesmaids
and mom, of course!
This is also a magical time for some amazing ‘behind the scenes’
photographs.

Make-up and hair is the focus - hair and make-up often takes longer than
expected – remember to allow for enough time for all the bridesmaids,
flower girls and not forgetting mum! A professional make-up artist and
hairstylist will make your Glam-session run smoothly –they will work in
pairs – one for the entourage and one for you!
Plan to be fully dressed and ready at least 45 min before you have to
leave for the ceremony – this is an important time for your photographer
to take portraits of your entourage but, more importantly, of you while
hair and make-up is at its best!
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The Ceremony

Whether you exchange nuptials in a Cathedral or on the beach, the
wedding ceremony is always the most beautiful and emotional
experience for any couple getting married
This is one time when neither you nor your groom should be
late! I have seen my fair share of late-comers (bride, groom, mom,
officiating officer – even the whole congregation!) none of which
really ended well! Oh yes, I always tell the couple that, when
exchanging rings, make sure your photographer gets a clear
view for a great close-up

LIGHTING and the Ceremony
The three most important things in wedding photography is ‘Light’, ‘light’
and ‘light’. That being said, your choice of venue for the ceremony is of
particular significance to your photographer – if outdoors, are you facing
the sun or will you be in shade? Are you under a Gazebo, and, if so, will
you be half in the shade and half in the sun? These are all things to
consider when setting up your outdoor ceremony.
Indoor or church weddings often presents a different set of
considerations – dark interiors, artificial lights and or candles are all
things for your photographer to consider – I have photographed in every
possible lighting condition and the experience gained has been
priceless!
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Family
Pictures of the family are important pictures and must be done
properly but also quickly and efficiently.
It is good to have these pictures planned beforehand. A good
photographer will sit down with you beforehand and get the
names of all the immediate family in their groups and will refer
to this list on the day so that no-one is inadvertently left out.
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Portraits

During this time pictures of the entourage and then finally with the bride
and groom are completed, hopefully, in great light before the reception.
This is where the ‘practice’ during the engagement session comes into
play – budget enough time (but not too much) for this important part of
your day.
The group should have fun during this time and your photographer will
engage all of you with a variety of fun things to do. Let yourselves go with
it – it will be worth it in the long run!

The Bride
This is the part that every bride waits for – the beautiful portraits!
Possibly, for me, the most important pictures of the day.
Allow yourself to enjoy this session fully with your photographer!

The Bride and Groom
After the portraits of the bride the second most important pictures are
of the couple of the day!
A good photographer will make sure that you are relaxed and
comfortable – I always make sure to make this session an opportunity
for both of you to have some ‘alone time’ with each other – a time to
connect and enjoy the best day of your lives … I will photograph those
moments, of course!
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The Reception

By the time you walk into the reception hall, most guests have been
seated and are ready and waiting for your arrival. It is time for you to
enjoy the company of friends and family – I have often advised couples
to assign tasks of organizing the sequence of events to friends and family.

Too often couples get distracted from enjoying themselves if they are
responsible for activities – delegate everything so that you can
concentrate on having the time of your life!
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Destination Weddings

Noun destination wedding
A wedding (planned in advance) in a foreign country, usually at
a high-end resort, where the couple, the wedding party and
their guests stay for about a week, and where all activities related
to that wedding take place.

When choosing a photographer for your Destination Wedding it would
be clear that you love his/her work and would choose to pay the extra
expense of taking your photographer to your exotic destination.
There are considerations, other than the quality of the photography –
does your photographer have the necessary experience and all the

necessary backup to make sure that the photography is a success and
that you get the dream-photos you wished for?
I have been fortunate enough to have photographed weddings in places
like Mauritius, Thailand, Zanzibar and the Seychelles. I bring along my
years of experience and expertise to make sure that every photo you
receive meets up to your expectations.
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Hints & Tips

1. Officiants
What are the rules from the officiating minister? Many ministers
have had bad experiences with some photographers and often
impose do’s and don’ts – make sure you and your photographer
have discussed these issues with the minister.

4. Write out vows before the day

2. Wedding Planner
I have mentioned the importance of having a professional
Wedding Planner to take over all the duties leaving you free to
enjoy your day. If not, assign a trusted friend to help with the
minor logistics on the day.

3. Snacks and Water
Make sure that you have snacks and water for the getting ready
session as well as before the main couple phot session – by that
time both of you will need some sustenance to carry you
through the rest of the day.

It is always a good idea to
prepare your vows and
speeches well before the
time. The week leading up to
the big day is always packed
with last-minute things to do – you will not have time if you leave
it too late!

Thank You!
A great big thank you for allowing me to spend some time
with you!
I trust and hope that this guide will be useful in making
your day a little easier!
All the best!
Mark
mark@creativeweddings.co.za

www.creativeweddings.co.za

cell : +27 84 602 3730 skype : mark.engelbrecht1

